
Story Ideas
•  TAKE A HIKE: Explore a local hike featured 

in the book from a child’s point of view.

•  SCREENS OFF: Getting kids outdoors 
boosts health and wellness—get 
Wendy’s take on how to use this book to 
encourage family outings in nature.

•  OUTDOORSY INSPIRATION: Share top picks 
for family hikes in your area!

Wendy Gorton holds a master’s degree in learning technologies and is a former 
classroom teacher. She has worked as a National Geographic Fellow in Australia 
researching Tasmanian devils; a PolarTREC teacher researcher in archaeology 
in Alaska; an Earthwatch teacher fellow in the Bahamas and New Orleans; and 
a GoNorth! teacher explorer studying climate change via dogsled in Finland, 
Norway, and Sweden. Today, she is a global education consultant who has 

traveled to more than fifty countries to design programs, build communities, and train other 
educators to do the same. Wendy is the author of 50 Hikes with Kids: Oregon and Washington, 
winner of the National Outdoor Book Award.

Award-winning author and educator Wendy Gorton is back with 

a brand-new guide to hiking with kids—this time in California! 

Family-friendly, fun, and trustworthy, 50 Hikes with Kids: California 

is handcrafted for parents and caregivers who want to spark a 

love of nature in childhood and beyond. The guide highlights 

the most kid-friendly hikes in California and each entry includes 

the essential details: easy-to-read directions, a detailed map, 

trail-side activities, bathroom access, and where to grab a bite 

to eat nearby. Not just another guide book, 50 Hikes with Kids 

will help nurture a life-long appreciation and reverence for the 

natural world.
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scavenGer 
hunt along 

the way

All hikes 
under 5 miles

900 feet 
elevation 

gain or less

Perfect for 
little legs!

nurture a love of  
nature on the trail!


